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There is an apparent tension between the idea of autonomous learner, promoted by the proponents of “participationist” classrooms, and the participationist claim that  learning is as an inherently collective process of induction to historically established forms of action. In this article, we try to understand the nature of this tension and its consequences for educational practice. We begin with a brief presentation of the commognitive perspective on learning, a particular version of the participationist approach, according to which thinking is an individualized form of interpersonal communication and school learning is a process of modifying and extending one's discourse. We then introduce the distinction between object-level and meta-level learning, the latter of which requires trying to follow those in-the-know rather than just conducting one's own inventive explorations. We claim that a certain amount of mutual understandings and agreements is necessary if the meta-learning is to be effective. A number of illustrative examples, coming from mathematics and statistics classrooms, include a case of learning that occurs when the agreement is respected, and some others that show what happens when different elements of this agreement are violated. We conclude with a caveat against careless, one-dimensional interpretation of the principle of learner's autonomy.

