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Optimism Building to Build Problem Solving Capacity

This session reports findings about the role of optimism in problem solving activity in mathematics. The enactment of optimism during creative problem solving is described through the activity of Year 8 students identified undertaking such activity in classrooms in Australia and the USA even though creative thinking was not the explicit intention of their teachers. Situations that should theoretically build optimism are illustrated from my present research in Grade 5/6 classrooms. Student responses to these optimism-building situations are discussed and speculations about how optimism builds are presented. Implications for teaching are discussed.

