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Hello Gaye and colleagues

As we all get ready for our discussions in a few days time, I would like to

follow up with Gaye's message

and suggest the consideration of the word engagement.

I would appreciate discussion around this word and also its' interplay with

insight.  I am very much looking

forward to the discussions and meeting everyone.  See you soon.

Pam Hagen

EDCP - UBC

Vancouver, BC Canada

_________________________

Etymological origins of the world suggest "to bind by a pledge".  Obviously

there needs to be some form

of connection between the learner and their subject, but there is such a

wide variation between various

meanings and their use. Numerous terms have been used to describe general

student engagement,

cognitive activity (Henningsen & Stein, 1997) participation  (Wilms, 2003),

psychological investment

(Newmann, Wehlage & Lamborn, 1996, cited in Smith et al.), attitude and

motivation (Robitaille et al 1996;

Wilms 2003),  which is not surprising if we consider the view of Wlodkowski

& Ginsberg (1995) that

“Engagement is a multifaceted concept and at its most basic level is a

meaningful response to something

on the part of the learner.” (p. 168), as cited in Smith et al., 1998, p.

36).
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